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is attainable without money. Nor are the distinguishing
characters amongst them seemingly more than those of holy,
rich and powerful, so that no wonder if those people in
general express a greater eagerness in the pursuit of riches
than those who abound in variety of characters to illustrate
the desired superiority and that are procurable by species
of merit, industry, policy and address, neither known nor
practicable by the Arabs.
The greatest unhappiness of the Arabians immediately
under the Ottoman tyranny is their disagreement amongst
themselves; for wrere they united, such union would not
only secure them from the insults of the Turks (with whom
some or other are continually at variance), but render them
a powerful people, and having the desart for a retreat might
cultivate the borders, and vend their camels, cattle &c.,
exempt from the extortion and impositions they are now
continually exposed to; for should any force be then too hard
for them, their retreat might defy the Turks following them,
and when safe, to come back might convince their enemies,
by ravaging in turn, that to be agressors was neither politick
nor profitable; whereas at present the Turks have not only
reduced the wretches within their reach to the utmost misery,
but constantly play the different tribes and petty bodies one
against another to their utter destruction, who are neverthe-
less so infatuated as to be at continual variance amongst
themselves, perpetually plundering and harrassing one an-
other, and even value themselves alternately upon the common
enemy to dispose and constitute a Shaick or ruler, whenever
the discontended parties have not sufficient strength of their
own.
But concerning this matter, I shall not presume to add.
The Arabian politician is burlesque distinction [sic], I should
unwillingly incur, nor am more desirous that the few par-
ticulars I have mentioned of the Arabs should be deemed
an attempt to draw the character of a people from a months
acquaintance, being sensible that such is ridiculous, and that
men of infinitely superior discernment and experience have
long since described the Arabs at large. But as by some